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presents 

ACME GOES TO MILAN 
curated by Adrian Olabuenaga 
Opening Party Thursday 6th April 2017 from 6.30 p.m.  
Opening hours 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. / 3:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

During the Salone del Mobile 10.30 a.m. – 7.30 p.m. non-stop opening 
 
On the occasion of the Salone del Mobile 2017, FRAGILE presents a retrospective 
exhibition of the most iconic jewelry ever conceived by ACME STUDIO, an American 
avant-garde company which, fascinated by Italian Design, since 1985, collaborated with 
the leading figures of the movement, such as Ettore Sottsass, Alessandro Mendini, Peter 
Shire, Adrian Olabuenaga, Andrea Branzi, Beppe Caturegli, Aldo Cibic, George Sowden, 
Aldo Rossi, Martine Bedin, Michele De Lucchi, Natalie Du Pasquier and Matteo Thun. 
ACME’s jewelry is characterized by a subversive soul, typical of ‘80s Italian Design, where 
a just illusory geometrical severity provides the pieces with symbolic meanings, distancing 
them from the “function over form” approach which distinguished Modern Design. The 
“impossible” geometric shapes, the decorative patterns, the bold color matching, the 
echoes of a classicism yet immediately refused, are distinctive features which make 
ACME’s jewelry more up-to-date than ever. This exhibition fits perfectly with the series of 
events planned to celebrate Ettore Sottsass’s 100th birth anniversary, the latter being one 
of the main designers whose necklaces, earrings and brooches are here exhibited. 
 
FRAGILE - making a name for itself in time as the promoter and originator of events and 
exhibitions, including Franco Albini & Franca Helg (2009); Nothing Less – La forza del Design 
femminile (2011) and Bracciodiferro. Gaetano Pesce – Alessandro Mendini 1971 – 1975 (2013),  
the gallery affirms its cultural role on the Milanese scene as an international showcase of the best 
of Twentieth Century Design as well as, more recently, of the work of contemporary designers such 
as Claudio Salocchi, Anna Gili, Carla Venosta, Alessandro Mendini, Marco Zanuso jr. 
 
ACME STUDIO – the company was founded in 1985 by Adrian Olabuenaga and his wife Lesley 
Bailey. The first project ever was a Limited Edition jewelry collection named "Melrose Emblematic" 
by Californian artist and Memphis designer, Peter Shire. With the help of Ettore Sottsass, ACME 
organized "Memphis Designers for ACME", a collection of over 100 designs by the 14 Memphis’s 
designers. Many pieces from this collection can be found in the permanent collections of museums 
around the world, including The Houston Museum of Fine Art, The Brooklyn Museum, Frankfurt 
Museum of Decorative Arts and The Groninger Museum in The Netherlands. In 1986, the "Alchimia 
for ACME" collection was made possible thanks to the collaboration with Alessandro Mendini, 
founder, along with Alessandro Guerriero, of the Italian radical design group Alchimia. The 
company also worked throughout the years with other important designers, architects, artists and 
illustrators such as Richard Meier, Aldo Rossi, Massimo Iosa-Ghini, Bob Kane, Michael Graves, 
Keith Haring, Andy Warhol, Shigeru Ban and Karim Rashid.  
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