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On the occasion of the 2016 Milan Furniture Fair Fragile presents two new designs by Paolo 
Portoghesi, the SINAPSI and INTRECCIO tables, made for Matrix international,  which will be 
listed in the 2016 catalogue of the Tuscan company, already bursting  with the designs of some of 
the most illustrious Italian and international designers.  
 
The materials chosen for the designs reveal a study of complexity which Portoghesi leaves to the 
dialectical play of the forms, materials and finishes.  
 
Thus TAVOLO INTRECCIO with its cast iron base, birch legs and top made of Calacatta Oro 
Vagli marble or glass (120 – 140 cm in diameter) once more takes up the theme of the 
interwoven, freestanding  arches which Portoghesi has previously used both in his designs for 
small accessories - the candle holders for “Officina Alessi” in 1988 exhibited here, and the 
interiors of places of worship - the prayer room of the Great Mosque in Rome (1975-1995). 
In the table designed for Matrix International eight elements, symmetrically paired, are centrally 
interwoven, creating a dynamic composition. 
The cast iron base, hollowed out in the middle, with cyma reversa moulding, enhances its organic 
forms and reinforces the sense of the legs  being rooted to the ground.  
 
“The “interwoven” table expresses a desire to generate form from the architectural and formal 
potential of the three materials used. The porosity of the cast iron below, the pale and cloudy 
surface of the birch, the shininess of the marble or the glass and, with regard to the interweaving, 
arboreal inspiration, an attempt to connect earth and sky, just as trees do.” (Paolo Portoghesi).  
 
Tavolo Sinapsi is an elegant variation on the theme of the table with linked lateral struts, a 
typology which became popular after the advent of metal frames and which was sublimated by Le 
Corbusier in 1928 in his “tube d’avion” table design.  
 
 
The idea of the table stems from my admiration for Le Corbusier’s table and the question I asked 
myself: “What has changed since the period in which Corbusier designed that table? My answer is 
that the way we see and try to know the world has changed. Corbusier remained faithful to the 
Cartesian world, which is founded on an architectural metaphor: knowledge needs foundations and 
parts which are added, one on top of the other, like bricks. Today we know that the universe of life 
resembles a network. There is no hierarchy and each hub contains another potential network. 
Science has abandoned the architectural metaphor and successfully uses the model of the brain 
which is a network of synapses.” 



This meditation led to the table which, with its two hubs, is the fragment of a network constructed 
by Matrix with “stubborn and dogged precision” as Leonardo taught. 
(Paolo Portoghesi) 
 
The structure is made of tubular steel with a square cross-section, turned from the horizontal plane 
at dihedral angles. This design makes the structure tauter and truly dynamic. The controlled 
geometry, the proportional sizes of the angles and the position of the crosspiece—whose ratio to 
the base and the top is the golden ratio - play a fundamental role in this table. 
 
Paolo Portoghesi and Matrix international met thanks to a charismatic Twentieth Century 
designer: Eero Saarinen. 
In fact, Paolo Portoghesi wrote the preface to the book “Eero Saarinen, L’unita’ Organica nel 
Furniture Design”, edited by Massimo Imparato, Matrix’s Art Director, and published by Gangemi. 
The book is the result of research carried out by the author into some novel designs of the Finnish 
designer, which Matrix developed and added to its collection. 
 
Matrix International, a Tuscany based furniture company, have always applied the strict criteria of 
carefully selected materials (metal, wood, leather, fabrics) combined with the finest craftsmanship  
in order to guarantee maximum quality and durability. For Matrix the point of departure is always 
detailed design. 
The result of this conceptual and methodological approach is the perfect juxtaposition of two 
collections which are apparently different stylistically yet absolutely identical in terms of their aims. 
Codici, which was Matrix’s first collection, assembles pieces of the most authoritative designers of 
the Twentieth century, whilst The Ultimate Collection is a series of contemporary  projects with a 
marked personality and aspires to the furniture aesthetics and flexibility demanded by new styles of 
living.  
 

 

 

To download press images: 
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